“Drawing upon a trove of new documents, the authors provide a full and fascinating account
of Nixon and Kissinger's madman nuciear threat making in 1969 against North Vietnam and
of the secret operation known as DUCK HOOK—as weil as the reasons why Nixon caled it
off. | didn't know any of this as | was copying the top secret Pentagon Papers that fall, but
if1 had | wouid have given the Papers to the newspapers right away—rather than two years
later, after waiting in vain for Congress to act on them—in desperate hopas of heading off
massive escaiation and possibie nuclear war. As it was, | was just one of the millions of
people whose demonstrating in October and November, the authors reveal, heiped averta
catastrophe that none of us dreamed was imminent. A gripping and essentiai readi”

DanIEL ELLSBERG, author of Secrets: A Memoir of Vietnam and the Pentagon Papers

“Thoroughly researched and authoritatively presented, Burr and Kimball’s outstanding study
lays to rest the canard that Richard Nixon couid have ended the Vietnam War by bombing
Hanol in 1969. The story of . . . Nixon's Madman Theory attack pian . . . is here recounted in
stunning detaii. Don't miss it!”

Jonn PRADOS, author of Vietnam: The History of an Unwinnable War, 1945-1975

“An important book and a reai contribution to the literature on the Vietnam War, coercive
dipiomacy, and the use of nuciear threats.”

MARILYN B. YounG, author of The Vietnam Wars, 1945~1990

“Finaily, a weii-researched and weii-written account of our ieaders’ dangerous nuciear
brinksmanship across the high years of the Coid War. There's much here that's new and
much that’s troubiing — for today as well as yesterday.”

RICHARD RHODES, Pulitzer Prize—winning author of The Making of the Atomic Bomb

“A fascinating and authoritative account of what Nixon and Kissinger thought they knew and
thought they couid manipuiate to end the Vietnam War in Nixon's first year as:president.
Based on remarkabie research, | have seen nothing that conveys such a vivid sense of what
went on in the inner sanctum. It's stunning just how close we get to Nixon and Kissinger in
their echo chamber. And then add a secret and dangerous nuclear alert. This remarkable
depiction of foreign policy in the making is a terrific contribution and wili become a kind of
ciassic.”

Lynn Epen, author of Whole World an Fire: Organizations, Knowledge, and Nuclear
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